
E thel G. Weiland, age 97, of Storm Lake, Iowa, died Monday, 
November 14, 2005 at Methodist Manor in Storm Lake, Iowa. 

Ethel Gertrude Sliefert was born September 30, 1908 in Storm Lake, 
Iowa to Fred and Hattie (Smith) Sliefert. She lived in rural Storm Lake 
with her family where she attended country school.  
   On March 8, 1928, Ethel was united in marriage to John Carl 
Weiland in Sioux City, Iowa.  To this union, three children were born: 
Frank, Leonard and Virginia. 
   Ethel worked at various restaurants over 
the years, retiring in 1973.  She was a 
member of the Storm Lake United 
Methodist Church.  Ethel took great pride 
and found much enjoyment in raising 
flowers. She especially loved when 
friends, neighbors and even strangers, 
passed by her home and praised her 
beautiful flowers.  Over the years, Ethel 
was a true friend and neighbor.  She was 
present during times of her friends’ 
sorrows and tragedies, lending support in 
any way she could. 
   In 1993, at the age of 85, Ethel moved 
into Methodist Manor as the result of a number of serious illnesses.  
She made this her home and treated the staff and residents as part of 
her family until her death.  The staff and residents of Methodist Manor 
will always remember Ethel’s quick retorts to get across a point as well 
as her many stuffed animals she received from her friends and 
families.   

   Left to cherish her memory are 
her daughter, Virginia Mae 
Bergner of Spencer, Iowa; 
grandchildren: Connie Wetherell, 
Julie Anderson, Allen Weiland, 
Dennis Weiland and Randy 
Weiland; several great 
grandchildren; one brother 
Lawrence Sliefert of Storm Lake; 
nieces, nephews and other 
relatives and friends.  

   She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, John; two 
sons, Frank and Leonard; three brothers: Alvin, Carl and Walter 
Sliefert; and two sisters Marian Sliefert and Mildred Shannon.  
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Recorded Selections 
“How Great Thou Art” 

“In The Garden” 
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A  s incere thank you to al l  who have taken the t ime to say 
goodbye to our loved one.  Your  k indnesses as expressed in  

word and deed are deep ly appreciated.  Please jo in the family  for  
cof fee and a t ime of  fel lowship at  the Storm Lake United Methodist  
Church af ter  the serv ice.  
  

             

              Ethel ’s  Family  

New Wings 
 

I just wanted to let you know that 
I made it home. 
The journey wasn’t an easy one, 
but it didn’t take too long. 
Everything is so pretty here,  
so white, so fresh and new. 
I wish that you could close your 
eyes and that you could see too. 
Please try not to be sad for me. 
Try to understand. 
God is taking care of me… 
I’m in the shelter of his hands. 
Here there is no sadness, no sorrow, 
and no pain. 
Here there is no crying, and I’ll 
never hurt again. 
Here it is so peaceful when all  
the angels sing… 
But I really have to go now… 
I just have to try my new wings! 
 
--author unknown  

  
 


