
The Lord i s  my shephe rd;   I  shall  not  want .    

He  make th me  to l ie  down in green  pa sture s ;   

He  lea deth me  be side st i l l  wate rs .    

He  res toreth my soul ;  He leade th  me in  

 the  paths of  righte ousness  for  His  na me ’s  sake .    

Ye a ,  though I  walk through the  val ley  of   

the  shadow of  de ath ,  I  wil l  fea r  no evil ,   

for  Thou a rt  with me;  Thy rod a nd Thy sta ff ,   

the y comfort  me;  Thou prepa re st  a  table  

 be fore  me in the  presence  of  mine  e nemies ;   

Thou anointe st  my hea d wi th  oi l ,  my cup  

 runneth ove r .  Sure ly goodne ss  and me rcy   

sha l l  fo l low me al l  the  da ys of  my l i fe ;    

And I  wi l l  dwel l  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  fore ve r .         
  

— Psalm 23 
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W  e would like to express our sincere gratitude for 

the many kindnesses evidenced in thought and 

deed, and for your attendance at this service.  Please join us 

for lunch and a time of fellowship at the church immediately 

following the burial. 

     —  The  Fa mily  of  Fra nce s  Lessmeie r   
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She and Lael were loving and devoted partners in life for nearly 60 

years, and were inseparable until the very end.  She was a constant 

source of love, wisdom and inspiration to her children, her grandchil-

dren, her nieces and nephews.  Throughout her life she supported her 

family with her grace and strength of spirit. 

   In August of 2009 Frances was diagnosed again with cancer.  She 

faced her diagnosis with the same strength of spirit with which she lived 

her life. She said many times that she was grateful for her life and that 

she took life one day at a time.  Even as her body grew weak, she con-

tinually sought to give joy to others and her spirit remained strong as 

she left this world.  Her spirit will remain alive forever in the hearts of 

her family and friends. 

   Frances was preceded in death by her parents, Walter and Edith 

Franzmeier, her grandparents Conrad and Ida Franzmeier and Henry 

and Minnie Beckfield, her brother in law John Kennedy, her sister in law, 

Donna Reng and her nephew, Terry Peterson. 

   Frances is survived by her husband Lael and sons Jeff Lessmeier and 

his wife Carolyn of Alta, Mike Lessmeier and his wife Sherrill Rinehart of 

Ashland, Oregon, Greg Lessmeier and his wife Deb of Juneau, Alaska, 

Tim Lessmeier and his wife Susan of Spokane, Washington and Russ 

Lessmeier and his wife, Shallee, of Eureka, Missouri.  Francis is survived 

by her sisters, Dorothy Kennedy of Storm Lake and Gladys Murphy and 

her husband Bob of Tulsa, Oklahoma.  She is survived by her sister and 

brother in law, Mary and Carl Peterson of Storm Lake, 10 grandchildren, 

and numerous nieces and nephews. 

   Francesõs family thanks all who have given their support and espe-

cially those who gave care to her over the last year, including those at 

the Buena Vista County Manor and Buena Vista Regional Medical Center 

Hospice.  Her family asks that in lieu of flowers any contributions be 

made to Buena Vista Regional Medical Center Hospice. 

She often said these years raising her family were the years she remem-

bered best.  Frances was a courageous survivor of breast cancer, which she 

was diagnosed with in 1970.  She later said her goal was to see each of her 

sons graduate from high school.  She not only saw her sons graduate from 

high school, but she saw each graduate from college and she saw most of 

her grandchildren graduate from high school as well.  In 1982, Frances and 

Lael moved from their acreage to Billings, Montana where they spent two 

wonderful years living in and exploring a part of the country they had never 

been to.  In 1984, work took Frances and Lael to a beautiful, old craftsman 

home in Brewster, Minnesota that Frances fell in love with on sight.  Fran-

ces and Lael happily remained in their home in Brewster until they returned 

to Storm Lake in 2007.  Throughout the years, Frances was an avid collec-

tor and restorer of antiques.  Her homes were filled with beautiful hand 

caned chairs, a skill she learned herself and taught to others.   She also 

lovingly restored and displayed many other antiques.  She collected old 

glass and almost everything else, making many òfindsó at garage sales and 

auctions.  She loved to play card games with her sisters and their hus-

bands, and she had a special relationship with Dorothyõs daughter, Susan, 

who she loved as if she were her own daughter.  She raised her sons to be 

fearless travelers, and she in turn became a fearless traveler, as she visited 

them in Montana, Colorado, Oregon, Washington and Alaska.   On her trips 

to Alaska she joyfully survived rough boat trips, caught a halibut that was 

bigger than she was and hiked on trails around Juneau.  She became an 

international traveler as well, exploring Canada, Australia and Germany.   

One of her favorite times was the annual trip with family to Northern Minne-

sota.  These trips began when her family was young and started a tradition 

that has continued to bring her family together in a place of beauty.  This is 

a tradition she wanted to continue. 

   Frances was a daughter, a sister, a wife, a mother, a grandmother and a 

friend.  She was loved dearly by her parents, Edith and Walter Franzmeier, 

and she in turn loved them dearly.  She cherished her relationships with her 

sisters Dorothy and Gladys and they cherished her.      

   Frances Irene Lessmeier (Franzmeier) passed away peacefully on 

June 9, 2010 in Storm Lake, Iowa surrounded by her family.  She was 

born on March 1, 1929 in Storm Lake to Walter and Edith Franzmeier 

and was the oldest of three sisters.  Frances graduated from high 

school at Albert City in 1947 where she was a 

member of the basketball team.  She played 

the clarinet and piano and sang with her sis-

ters.  After high school she attended the Iowa 

Beauty School in Des Moines, graduating in 

1948.  She then returned to Storm Lake to 

share first a room at a rooming house and 

then an apartment with her sister, Dorothy, 

as she worked for Elsie Ritchie in her beauty salon.   She met the love 

of her life, Lael Lessmeier, at the Cobblestone skating rink in 1948, 

shortly after he returned from service in Germany. They spent many 

lovely evenings together dancing at the Cobblestone Ballroom.  Lael 

and Frances were married on June 25, 1950 and almost immediately 

after began building their home on Northwestern Drive in Storm Lake, a 

project they began with no building experience and little more than the 

belief that they could do it.  In 1953 their son Jeff was born, to be fol-

lowed by sons Mike, Greg, Tim and Russ.  In 1960 Frances and Lael 

moved their family to an old farmhouse on an acreage west of the 

Storm Lake airport because of their belief that raising their sons in the 

country would be better for them.  They spent many happy years there 

raising their family, remodeling the farmhouse and celebrating many 

special occasions with family and friends.  Frances loved these years 

with her family on the acreage.  She savored the sound of the birds 

returning to the surrounding trees in the spring and the sight of fresh 

spring flowers.  She loved the colors of fall.  She spent many happy 

hours baking bread, red cake and apple pie for her family, or canning 

fruit and vegetables with her mother, Edith, and her sisters, Dorothy 

and Gladys.   


