
 

J ohn (Jack) Griffel, age 73, of Albert City, Iowa died May 3, 2011 at his home in 

rural Albert City.  

   John Christian Griffel, the son of Henry and Esther (Richter) Griffel, was born in 

Storm Lake, Iowa on December 21, 1937.  Jack lived his youth in the Storm Lake area, 

graduating from Albert City High School.  He faithfully and honorably served his coun-

try in the United States Air Force.  

   Jack began his life’s work as a concrete finisher in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  He 

continued that profession in Evergreen, Colorado and also was the owner and operator 

of a bar in Idaho Springs, Colorado.  Jack returned to New Mexico and resumed his 

concrete work and later moved to Denver, Colorado.  He was a very gifted trapper and 

was involved in trapping in Montana and from the Canadian border all the way down to 

the Mexican border.  Jack also did trapping when he resided in Bisbee, Arizona.  In 

1979, Jack lived in Arizona and cut firewood for his vocation.  He moved to Alaska and 

resided there until 1998.  Jack spent several years in Alaska.  During his time there, 

he fished, hunted, and spent time in the wild and worked on the clean up of the Exxon 

Valdez.    

   On September 14, 2000, Jack was united in marriage to his high school sweetheart, 

Sandy Atzen at the Little Brown Church in Nashua, Iowa.  Jack and Sandy lived in Hous-

ton, Texas.  Jack moved to the Albert City area following Sandy’s death in 2004.  

   Hobbies and special interests of Jack’s included sports, hunting, fishing, gardening, 

and trapping. 

   Jack’s life will be honored and cherished by his children: Jay and Jane Griffel of Ke-

nai, Alaska; Christi and Jose Mancha of Colorado Springs, Colorado; grandchildren: 

Stephen Mancha; Allie Abbott; Josiah Mancha; and Stacey, Savannah, and Logan Griffel; 

sister and brother-in-law, Mary and Bill Lanphere of Storm Lake, Iowa; other extended 

family and friends. 

   He was preceded in death by his parents and wife, Sandy.  

In  Loving MemoryIn Loving Memory   

John “Jack” Griffel 
1 9 3 7  —  2 0 1 1  
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John “Jack” Griffel 
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F U N E R A L  S E R V I C E  

Saturday, May 7, 2011  

 
L O C A T I O N  

St. John’s United Church of Christ  

Rural Storm Lake, Iowa 

 
T I M E  

1:30 p.m. 

 
C L E R G Y  

Reverend Gavin Ellis  

 
I N T E R M E N T  

St. John’s United Church of Christ Cemetery  

Rural Storm Lake, Iowa 

 
 

Arrangements by 

SLIEFERT FUNERAL HOMESSLIEFERT FUNERAL HOMES  
www.sliefert.com 

Albert City Marathon  Sioux Rapids  Storm Lake  
W e wish to express our gratitude for the kindness evidenced in 

thought and deed, and for your attendance at this service.  

Please join us for refreshments and a time of fellowship at the church 

immediately following the burial.  

 —  T h e  F a m i l y  o f  J o h n  “ J a c k ”  G r i f f e l  

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.   

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures;  

He leadeth me beside still waters.  He restoreth my  

soul; He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness 

for His name’s sake.  Yea, though I walk through the  

valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for  

Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me;  

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine  

enemies; Thou anointest my head with oil, my cup runneth over.  Surely 

goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; And I will 

dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

Psalm 23 


