racelyn Rae Nelson, the one month old daughter of Aaron and Tanya Nelson
of Linn Grove, lowa, passed away Thursday, December 10, 2009 at the
Children's Hospital in Omaha, Nebraska.

Gracelyn Rae Nelson was born on November 10, 2009 at Buena Vista Regional
Medical Center in Storm Lake, lowa to Aaron and Tanya (Mitchell) Nelson of Linn
Grove, lowa.

She became a baptized child of God at the hospital in Storm Lake shortly after
birth. After Gracelyn was stabilized, she was flown to Children’s Hospital and
Medical Center in Omaha, Nebraska where she would receive care for the rest of
her time on earth. Gracelyn felt the love of those around her as well as the
prayerful support of many people. She never went a day without a parent, grand-
mother, or aunt by her bedside. She responded very well to music, prayer, and
being read to. She enjoyed being held for hours whenever her condition allowed
it.

Even though Gracelyn’s time on earth was not as long as most, she impacted
the lives of many people. She amazed her caregivers by battling many medical
challenges with unbelievable resiliency. She touched the hearts of her parents
and family as they could feel her reciprocate their love even without words.
Gracelyn's story touched the hearts of hundreds of friends, neighbors, and
strangers alike through word of mouth and through her CarePages website docu-
menting her battle.

Gracelyn taught those around her how to love people in a new way. Through
her inner and outer beauty, she taught her family how to see people as a beloved
child of God, rather than seeing any imperfections or challenges in that person’s
life. Gracelyn was proof of the power of prayer, as her life was sustained and lives
around her were touched. She taught us all that life is precious and fragile, and
that every single day is a blessed gift from God that should not be taken for
granted. In such a short time, Gracelyn touched hundreds of lives in innumerable
ways, and the impact of her life’s story will live on in the hearts of many people.

Left to cherish Gracelyn’s memory are her parents, Aaron and Tanya; brother
Andrew, grandmother Nancy Nelson, all of Linn Grove; grandparents Anthony and
Holly Mitchell, of Moravian Falls, NC; great-grandmothers Vivian Rock, of Linn
Grove; Mardell Mitchell, of Grangeville, ID, Beverly Mitchell, of Elk River, ID; Kay
Taylor, of Lakeview, ID. Also her aunt, Anna Nelson, of Overland Park, KS; aunt
and uncle Travis and Nicole Brazill and cousin Nathan, of Olympia, WA; and uncle
Matthew Mitchell, of Moravian Falls, NC.; as well as many great-uncles, great-
aunts, extended family and friends of the family.

Gracelyn was preceded in death by her grandfather, Richard Nelson.

Gracelyn's blessed memory will live on in our hearts. May she enjoy running
and dancing in heavenly fields of daisies as we await the day we will be reunited in
heaven.

Heaven’'s [ittle Ange|

“Behold, I am going to send an angel before you to guard you
along the way and to bring you into the place which I have prepared.”
Exodus 23:20

Grracelyn ae Nelson
Novetber 10, 2009 — DecCetmber 10, 2009



But we do hot want you to be ignhorant,
brethren, about those who are asleep,
$O that you may not grieve as do
the rest who have no hope. For if we
believe that Jesus died and rose again,
even so @od will bring Him
those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.
— 1 Thessalonians ¢:13-1¢

“But now, this is what the Lord says — he who
Created you, O Jacob, he who formed You,
O 1srael, Fear not, for I have redeemed you;
1 have summoned you by name, Yyou are mine,
When you pass through the waters,
1 will be with you; and when you pass through the

rivers, they will hot sweep over you. When you
walk through the fire, you will not be burned;
the flames will not set you ablaze.
For 1 atn the Lord, your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
— Isaiah 43:1-3

“People were also bringing babies to Jesus to have
Him touch them. When the disciples saw this,
they rebuked them. But Jesus called the children
to Him and said, “Let the litt|e Childrenh come to
me; and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of
God belongs to such as these. ] tell you the truth,
anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God
like a little child will never enter it.

— Luke 28:26-17

e wish to express our gratitude for the Kihdness

evidenced in thought and deed, ahd for your at-
tendance at this service. Please join us for (unch and a
time Of fellowship at the church immediately following
the burial. — Grracelyn’s Family

IN LOVING MEMORY

Gracelyn Rae Nelson

November 10, 2009 — December 10, 2009

Funeral Service

Tuesday, December 15, 2009 at 10:30 a.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church
Linh Grove, Jowa
Clergy
Pastor Mark Youngquist
Organist
Eloise Obman
Cpecial Music
Processional — “Fields of Grace”
TRecessional — “Dance With Me”
goloist
Anhdrea Rock
“The Air ] Breathe”
“God’s Little Ohe”
Interment
Barhes Township Cemetery
Linn Grove, Jowa
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Arrangements by
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