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FUNERAL SERVICEFUNERAL SERVICE 
Saturday, May 30, 2009 at 10:30 a.m. 

Our Saviors Lutheran Church  
Albert City, Iowa 

  

C L E R G YC L E R G Y   
Pastor A. Pete Petersen  

 

O R G A N I S TO R G A N I S T   
Lorraine Schramm 

 

S O L O I S TS O L O I S T   
Marlowe Feldman 

“Beyond The Sunset” 
“Precious Lord Take My Hand” 

 

C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  H Y M N SC O N G R E G A T I O N A L  H Y M N S   
“The Old Rugged Cross” 

“What A Friend We Have In Jesus” 
 

C A S K E T  B E A R E R SC A S K E T  B E A R E R S   
Curtis Cantrall, Cheryl Chadwick, Cristin Hamilton,  

Dr. Craig Cantrall,  Chad Cantrall,  Cory Cantrall,   
William Ritchie, Donald Ritchie, Christopher Ritchie,  

Robert Ritchie, Aryn Schmitz 
 

H O N O R A R Y  C A S K E T  B E A R E R SH O N O R A R Y  C A S K E T  B E A R E R S   
Duane Miller, Bil l Henningson,  

Jay Erlandson, Otto Franzmeier, Marlowe Feldman  
  

F L O W E R  C O M M I T T E E  F L O W E R  C O M M I T T E E    
Nancy Miller and Colleen Miller 

  

I N T E R M E N TI N T E R M E N T   
Poland Township Cemetery — Marathon, Iowa 

 

Arrangements by 

S L I E F E R T  F U N E R A L  H O M E SS L I E F E R T  F U N E R A L  H O M E S   
www.sliefert.com 

Albert City ٠   Storm Lake ٠  Marathon ٠  Sioux Rapids 

  
 

   The Lord  is  my shepherd ;   I  shall  not  want .    
 He  maketh  me to  l ie  down in  green  pastures ;   

 He  leade th  me beside  st i l l  wate rs.    
 He  restoreth  my soul ;   

 He  leadeth  me  in  the  paths  of  r ighteousness   
for  His name’s  sake .    

Yea ,  though I  walk through the   
va lley  of  the shadow of death ,   

I  wil l  fear  no  evil ,  for  Thou a r t  with me;   
Thy rod  and Thy sta ff ,  they  comfort  me ;   

Thou prepare st  a  table  be fore  me  in  the  presence  of  
 mine enemies ;  Thou anointest  my head  with  o il ,   

my  cup runneth  ove r .    
Sure ly  goodne ss  and me rcy    

sha ll  fol low me al l  the  days of  my l i fe ;    
And I  wil l  dwel l  in  the   

house  of  the  Lord forever .         
  

——  Psa lm 23   
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W e wish to express our gratitude for the kindness 
evidenced in thought and deed, and for your 

attendance at this service. Please join us for lunch and a time of 
fellowship and sharing at the church immediately following the 
funeral interment. 

        Irma’s Family 



and the Delta Kappa Gamma in Algona, Iowa. 
   She enjoyed reading, traveling, playing cards, working puzzles 
and being with friends.  Irma’s family was a very important part of 
her life and cherished the times she could spend with them and 
watch her children and grandchildren grow and develop and follow 
their various activities.   
   Irma is lovingly remembered by her family: her daughter and 
son-in-law: Mary Ann and Charles Cantrall of West Bend, Iowa, 
her two sons and their wives: Bruce and Katherine Ritchie of 
Waukee, Iowa, and Dr. Harlan and Dr. Leah Ritchie of Okemos, 
Michigan, her eleven grandchildren: Curtis Cantrall, Cheryl 
Chadwick, Cristin Hamilton, Dr. Craig Cantrall, Chad Cantrall, 
Cory Cantrall, William Ritchie, Donald Ritchie, Christopher 
Ritchie, Robert Ritchie and Aryn Schmitz,18 great grandchildren, 
along with other relatives and her many friends. 
   She was preceded in death by her parents, her husband, 
Donald, her brother and sister-in-law: Harry and Marge Johanson, 
and two daughters-in-law: Lou Ellyn Ritchie and Nancy Ritchie. 
 

   Blessed be  the  memory of  Ir ma Ritchie .Blessed be  the  memory of  Ir ma Ritchie .  
    

 

  

 

  

I rma C. Ritchie, age 98, of Albert City, Iowa, died on 
Wednesday, May 27, 2009, at the Pleasant View Home in 

Albert City. 
   Irma Charlotte Johanson, the daughter of Martin and Minnie 
(Carlson) Johanson, was born in St. Charles, Illinois, on October 
11, 1910.  At an early age, Irma moved with her parents to a farm 
near Marathon, Iowa, in 1915.  Irma was baptized as an infant into 
the Christian faith at the Lutheran Church in St. Charles, Illinois and 
later confirmed at the Grace Lutheran Church in Marathon.  She 
lived her youth and received her education in Marathon, graduating 
from the Marathon High School in 1928.  Irma continued her 
education at Iowa State Teachers College (currently recognized as 
the University of Northern Iowa) in Cedar Falls, Iowa, for two years 
and received her teaching certificate.  She was a teacher at Galt, 
Iowa, for one year and then she taught in Albert City for three 
years. 
   On June 2, 1934, Irma was united in marriage to Donald Ritchie 
at Grace Lutheran Church in Marathon. This couple was blessed 
with three children: Mary Ann, Bruce, and Harlan.  Following their 
marriage, they moved to a farm west of Albert City where they 
resided for 30 years.  Irma had a desire to continue her education 
and attended Buena Vista College in Storm Lake, Iowa. For several 
years she attended night school and summer school and graduated 
with her Bachelor of Arts Degree.  Irma returned to teaching and 
taught at Truesdale, Iowa, in 1961.  In 1964, the Ritchie’s moved to 
Algona where Don worked for the Department of Social Services 
and Irma continued her teaching career in Britt for two years and 
later at the Algona Bryant Elementary School for ten years.  Both 
Don and Irma retired in 1975 and moved to their home in Albert 
City.  Don died on February 9, 1999. 
   Irma was an active member of Our Saviors Lutheran Church in 
Albert City and participated in many activities within the church.  
She was also a member of the Albert City Historical Society, 
“Young at Heart” Senior Citizens, the Thresherman’s Association, 
and a canasta card club.  In earlier years, she had belonged to the 
Community Club, the Homecraft Club, West Friendly Circle Club, 


